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VIRGINIA CHAMBER RECOGNIZES OUTSTANDING VIRGINIA ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATIONS AT 2010 ECONOMIC SUMMIT 
 
 
The Virginia Chamber of Commerce honored Virginia’s leading economic development 
organizations with the presentation of the Virginia Torchbearer Awards on December 2. 
The Awards were presented at the Virginia Economic Summit, an event held at the 
Kingsmill Resort in Williamsburg and attended by more than 450 people. 
 
To highlight the crucial role that Virginia’s economic development organizations play in 
our state’s prosperity and unparalleled attractiveness as a business location, the Virginia 
Chamber of Commerce sought nominations for the prestigious Virginia Torchbearer 
Awards.  The purpose was to identify the economic development organizations, local 
governments and educational institutions that have made a creative and significant 
contribution to Virginia’s economy in terms of facilitating new business attraction, 
business retention and expansion, the creation of new jobs, foreign investment and 
revitalization projects.  
 
Following a statewide nomination process, resulting in a strong field of contenders, 
twelve winners were selected by a blue-ribbon panel of judges - ten congressional 
district winners, one statewide program winner and the Project of the Year. 
 
The Torchbearer winners were:  
 
 
First Congressional District - Economic Development Authority of the City of Newport News for the 
Canon Virginia Expansion Project; 
 
Second Congressional District - Peninsula Council for Workforce Development;  
 
Third Congressional District - Hampton University for the Hampton University Proton Therapy 
Institute; 
 
Fourth Congressional District - Commonwealth Center for Advanced Manufacturing (CCAM) in 
Prince George County; 
 
Fifth Congressional District - Institute for Advanced Learning and Research in Danville;  
 
Sixth Congressional District - Shenandoah Valley Partnership and Shenandoah Valley Workforce 



Investment Board for the Shenandoah Valley Energy Partnership; 
 
Seventh Congressional District - Greater Richmond Partnership with City of Richmond, Counties of   
Hanover, Henrico, and Chesterfield for BusinessFirst Greater Richmond; 
 
Eighth Congressional District - Arlington Economic Development for the Village at Shirlington; 
 
Ninth Congressional District - Joint IDA of Wythe County, Wytheville and Rural Retreat for Progress 
Park; 
 
Tenth Congressional District -Town of Leesburg, George Mason University and Loudoun County for 
the Mason Enterprise Center Leesburg; 
 
Statewide Program - Virginia Department of Business Assistance and 
 
Project of the Year –Fairfax County Economic Development Authority for the Northrop Grumman 
Corporate Headquarters Relocation. 
 
“We are very excited and proud to present the Torchbearer Awards because they 
showcase the accomplishments and outstanding contributions that best exemplified the 
excellence that has made the Commonwealth a top state in the nation for business,” said 
Barry DuVal, president and CEO of the Virginia Chamber.  “As we celebrate their 
accomplishments, we also look at how to maintain the vibrant pro-business environment 
that helps create quality jobs and build prosperity for all Virginians.” 
 
The Virginia Economic Summit, held earlier in the day, featured an unprecedented 
discussion of key issues that impact Virginia’s economic competitiveness. 
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